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with the small and insignificant part he had to play in domes-
tic politics. He was, therefore, determined to undertake the
policy of Maratha expansion, so distasteful to Partinidhi and
others, who thought that this would weaken their position in
the Government and lessen their influence. He wanted to
divert attention from domestic difficulties by undertaking
external adventure.

Shripat Rao, the Pratinidhi, was opposed to the policy of
Maratha expansion towards the north and central India,
which, according to him, would bring them into conflict
with the Emperor and Nizamu'1-Mulk. He wanted to conso-
lidate the position of the Maratha rule instead of under-
taking imprudent schemes of conquest which would mar
their prosperity and involve the State in great difficulties.
At first Raja Sahu supported Pratinidhi as he was anxious
to remain on close terms with Nizamu'1-Mulk. But Baji Rao
convinced Sahu that conflict with Nizamu'1-Mulk, whose
interests were diametrically opposed to those of the Marathas,
was inevitable. Gradually, Baji Rao acquired great influence
over his master by appealing to the latter's religious senti-
ments. Henceforward he was destined to exercise a com-
manding influence over Maratha affairs but at the same time
he became an object of unmitigated distrust and jealousy
to the Pratinidhi and other Maratha chiefs who suspected
the motives of the young Peshwa and thought that he (Baji
Rao) was anxious to enrich himself by his foreign ventures.
The Pratinidhi raised the objection that the financial condi-
tion of the Maratha State was not such as to allow them to
undertake hazardous schemes. But on this very ground Baji
Rao ultimately induced Raja Sahu to give sanction to his
projects of conquest, which, he argued, were the best and
surest means to replenish their treasury. He is reported to have
stimulated the patriotic feelings of his master by appealing
to him to clear the country of the Mughals. He said: "Strike
at the trunk and the branches will fall off themselves. Listen
but to rny counsel and I shall plant the Maratha banner on
the walls of Attock."1 This appeal proved effective and Sahu,
now a convert to the views of the young Peshwa, allowed him
to secure means to give practical shape to his ideas. Now,

1 Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 401; Kincaid and Parasnis, vol. II, p. 184.